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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/21/05 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment was received on 1 1/21/05, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-20 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 15, line 1, "The method of claim 1," should be deleted; and 
Claim 20, line 3, "a display" should be said display --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yoshida Japanese Patent Application No. 6-261224 in view of 

Nishida et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,972,858 (hereinafter Nishida). 

5. With respect to claim 1 , Yoshida teaches a method for controlling transmission of 
fax data according to a data output order of a facsimile receiving part (claims 1 & 4 in 
pages 5- 6), the method comprising the steps of: 

scanning and storing a document into data to be transmitted from a facsimile 
transmitting part to said facsimile receiving part (claim 4); 

dialing a predetermined telephone number of said facsimile receiving part 
(paragraph 32); 

requiring and receiving said data output order by said facsimile transmitting part 
from said facsimile receiving part after the telephone number of said facsimile receiving 
part is dialed (claim 4 & paragraph 39); and 

transmitting by said facsimile transmitting part, said stored document data in the 
same order as said received data output order (claim 4). 
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Yoshida, however, does not explicitly teach that the predetermined telephone 
number of said facsimile receiving part is dialed when said document is completely 
scanned. 

Examiner notes that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to dial the receiving part after the scanning operation since the scanned document 
needs to be sorted/rearranged for the appropriate transmission based on the received 
data output order. 

Further, Nishida, the same field of endeavor of facsimile transmission method, 
teaches a method of dialing a predetermined number of a receiving facsimile after the 
completion of a scanning operation (fig. 7). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the method of Nishida with the method of Yoshida. 

The suggestion/motivation for scanning the document before dialing would have 
been to sort/rearrange the transmitting order of the scanned document based on the 
received data output order. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshida with Nishida to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

6. With respect to claim 2, Nishida teaches the method, further comprising the step 
of displaying the capabilities of the facsimile receiving part (col. 13, lines 8-14). At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
implement the method of displaying the received output order of the facsimile receiving 
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part. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to inform the operator of 
what capability the receiver side possess. 

7. With respect to claim 3, Yoshida teaches the method, with said data output order 
being either a face down way or a face up way, said face down way being said stored 
document data outputted in order from a first page to a last page of said stored 
document data, said face up way being said stored document data outputted in 
reversed order from a last page to a first page of said stored document data (claim 4 
and paragraph 39). 

8. With respect to claim 4, Nishida teaches the method, with both of said facsimile 
transmitting part and said facsimile receiving part supporting a non-standard mode, said 
facsimile receiving part reporting the capabilities of the facsimile receiving part to said 
facsimile transmitting part by sending a predetermined bit of data (fig. 8). At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement 
the well known facsimile communication protocol used by Nishida into the system of 
Yoshida. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a simple 
facsimile communication between the receiving side and the transmitting side by using 
the well known facsimile protocols. 

9. With respect to claim 5, Yoshida teaches the method, with said scanned 
document data being managed in a unit of a page and being stored in a memory of said 
facsimile transmitting part (claim 4). 

10. With respect to claim 6, Nishida teaches the method, with said requiring of said 
document order being made during Phase B of a facsimile transmission. Phase B being 
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a sequence of checking sates of said facsimile transmitting part and a transmission line 
and controlling said facsimile transmitting part among a plurality of predetermined 
protocols used in transmission and reception of facsimile data (coL 9, line 51 - col. 10, 
lines 8). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement the well known facsimile communication method taught by 
Nishida into the system of Yoshida, The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been to provide a simple facsimile communication between the receiving side and the 
transmitting side by using the well known facsimile protocols. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 7, Nishida teaches the method, with said dialing a 
predetermined telephone number of said facsimile receiving part being automatic (col. 
9, lines 47-50). 

12. With respect to claim 8, Yoshida teaches a method, comprising the steps of: 
scanning a document into data to be transmitted from a facsimile transmitting 

part to a facsimile receiving part (claim 4); 

storing said data of said document in a memory of said facsimile transmitting part 
(claim 4); 

making a call by dialing a predetermined telephone number of said facsimile 
receiving part (paragraph 32); 

checking whether said call between said facsimile transmitting part and said 
facsimile receiving part is connected; 
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requiring a data output order by said facsimile transmitting part from said 
facsimile receiving part when said call is connected (claim 4 & paragraph 39); 

receiving said data output order by said facsimile receiving part from said 
facsimile transmitting part after said requiring of said data output order (claim 4 & 
paragraph 39); and 

transmitting said data of said document stored in said memory in the same order 
as to said received data output order (claim 4). 

Yoshida, however, does not explicitly teach that the predetermined telephone 
number of said facsimile receiving part is dialed when said document is completely 
scanned and stored in said memory. Further, Yoshida does not explicitly teach the step 
of displaying said data output order received from said facsimile receiving part on a 
display on an operation panel. 

Arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 and 2, are applicable. 

13. With respect to claim 9, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 7, are 
applicable. 

14. With respect to claim 10, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, 
are applicable. 

15. With respect to claim 1 1 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 

16. With respect to claim 12, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, 
are applicable. 
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17. With respect to claim 18, Yoshida teaches the method, further comprising of 
selecting an advance-transmitting function to accommodate said requiring said data 
output order by said facsimile transmitting part from said facsimile receiving part when 
said call is connected (two different modes in claim 3). 

1 8. With respect to claim 1 9, the combination of Yoshida and Nishida teaches the 
method of claim 18, after the data output order of the facsimile data is displayed on a 
display of said operational panel, the facsimile data stored in a memory is then 
transmitted to said facsimile receiving part according to the displayed data output order. 
Refer to coL 13, lines 8-14 & fig. 8 of Nishida. 

1 9. With respect to claim 20, the combination of Yoshida and Nishida teaches the 
method of claim 8, further comprised of displaying said data output order when said 
data output order is received from said facsimile receiving part on said display on said 
operational panel. Refer to col. 13, lines 8-14 & fig. 8 of Nishida. 

Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshida in view of Nishida and in further in view of Bloomfield U.S. Patent No. 
6,693,729. 

20. With respect to claim 13, Yoshida discloses a facsimile transmitting part 
apparatus, comprising: 

a scanner of said facsimile transmitting part scanning data of a document and 
converting the data into digital image data (paragraph 18); 
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a control unit utilizing the digital image data from said scanner, said control unit 
controlling said facsimile transmitting part according to a system program, said control 
unit requiring and receiving a document output order from a facsimile receiving part, 
said document output order being an order of document pages determined by and being 
printed on said facsimile receiving part (claim 4); 

a memory storing said system program guiding said control unit, the digital image 
data from the document being stored in said memory before being transmitted to said 
facsimile receiving part by a transmission signal from said controller in the same order 
as the received document output order (claim 4); 

an operational panel having a plurality keys generating key data of said facsimile 
transmitting part to said control unit (paragraph 32); and 

a modem through a control of said control unit modulating said digital image data 
into analog data formatted for transmission over a PSTN (paragraphs 24-27). 

Further, as noted above in claim 2, Nishida teaches the method, further 
comprising the step of displaying the capabilities of the facsimile receiving part (col. 13, 
lines 8-1 4). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to implement the method of displaying the received output order of the 
facsimile receiving part. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to 
inform the operator of what capability the receiver side possess. 

The combination of Yoshida and Nishida, however, does not disclose expressly 
that the network control unit forms a communication loop of the public telephone 
network having a ring and a tip. 
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Bloomfield discloses a facsimile communication system using a communication 
loop of the public telephone network having a ring and a tip capabilities (col. 4, lines 26- 
36). 

Yoshida, Ishizuka and Bloomfield are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor that is the facsimile art. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to implement the PTSN having a ring and a tip signal into the facsimile system of 
Yoshida and Nishida to provide a facsimile network having a ring and a tip capabilities. 
Since the PTSN communication having a ring and a tip signal is well known method in 
the facsimile communication, it would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to incorporate the feature into facsimile communication system of Yoshida and 
Nishida. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshida, Nishida and 
Bloomfield to obtain the invention as specified in claim 13. 

21 . With respect to claim 14, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, 
are applicable. 

22. With respect to claim 1 5, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 

23. With respect to claim 16, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, 
are applicable. 

24. With respect to claim 17, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 6, 
are applicable. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402, The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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